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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to applicants' request for continued examination 
received May 1 , 2006. Claims 42-59 are currently pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 42-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lentsch et al, US 5,880,088. 

Lentsch et al teach solid block rinse aids for dilution in a washing 
machine and subsequent rinsing of utensils (see abstract). Lentsch et al 
specifically teach that "The liquid materials of the invention can be adapted to 
a solid block rinse by incorporating into the composition a casting agent. 
Typically organic and inorganic solidifying materials can be used to render the 
composition solid. Preferably organic materials are used because inorganic 
compositions tend to promote spotting in a rinse cycle. The most preferred 
casting agents are polyethylene glycol and an inclusion complex comprising 
urea and a nonionic polyethylene or polypropylene oxide polymer. 
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Polyethylene glycols (PEG) are used in melt type solidification processing by 
uniformly blending the sheeting agent and other components with PEG at a 
temperature above the melting point of the PEG and cooling the uniform 
mixture" (col. 1 1 , lines 8-20, emphasis added by the examiner). An example of 
such a composition comprises 73% EO/PO block polymer, silicone antifoam, 
and 16% urea (col. 16, example 5). The EO/PO polymers taught by the 
reference appear to be the same as those presently claimed (see col. 7, lines 
36-52). Accordingly, Lentsch et al appear to teach the exact same rinsing 
composition as claimed by applicants, the only difference being the rinse aid 
of the reference is used for rinsing cookware and the present claims are 
drawn to rinsing medical equipment. The examiner maintains that the medical 
equipment as broadly defined in the present claims overlaps the utensils 
taught by the reference. For example, an "instrument or device" as claimed 
could refer to almost anything, and note that the rinse aid of the reference is 
used to rinse plastic, glass, and stainless steel (col. 17, table 5), any of which 
materials could be used in medical applications. Accordingly, one of ordinary 
skill in the art would recognize the utility of the rinse aid of the reference for 
rinsing other types of utensils, including medical equipment, given the fact that 
a great deal of medical equipment is formulated from plastic, glass, and 
stainless steel, the very materials Lentsch et al teach as being effectively 
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rinsed by their rinse aid composition. With respect to the apparatus, the claim 
appears to describe a standard commercial dishwasher which does not add 
patentable weight to the claims. 

Applicants have traversed this rejection on the grounds that the 
reference does not teach the apparatus presently claimed. The examiner 
maintains such an apparatus is commercially available and widely used for 
industrial dishwashing applications. Accordingly, such an apparatus does not 
represent an unobvious difference over the prior art. 

3. Claims 42-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schulz et al, US 5,698,513. 

Schulz et al teach solid block rinse aids for dilution in a washing machine and 
subsequent rinsing of utensils (see abstract). An example of such a composition 
comprises 84.48% EO/PO block polymer, 12% urea, and 3.5% water (col. 14, example 
2). Accordingly, Schulz et al appear to teach the exact same rinsing composition as 
claimed by applicants, the only difference being the rinse aid of the reference is used for 
rinsing cookware and the present claims are drawn to rinsing medical equipment. The 
examiner maintains that the medical equipment as broadly defined in the present claims 
overlaps the utensils taught by the reference. For example, an "instrument or device" as 
claimed could refer to almost anything, overlapping utensils also used as cookware, for 
example knives, trays, and pans. Accordingly, one of ordinary skill in the art would 



Application/Control Number: 10/654,367 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1751 

recognize the utility of the rinse aid of the reference for rinsing other types of utensils, 
including medical equipment, based on this natural overlap. With respect to the 
apparatus, the claim appears to describe a standard commercial dishwasher 
which does not add patentable weight to the claims. 

Applicants have traversed this rejection on the grounds that the 
reference does not teach the apparatus presently claimed. The examiner 
maintains such an apparatus is commercially available and widely used for 
industrial dishwashing applications. Accordingly, such an apparatus does not 
represent an unobvious difference over the prior art. 

4. Claims 42, 47, 51 , and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Richter et al, US 5,234,719. 

Richter et al teach microbicidal compositions for sanitizing food contact 
surfaces in health care environments (col. 1, lines 9-11). An example of such 
a composition is a solid formation that is diluted with water and comprises 
12.81% EO/PO block polymer, octanoic acid (satisfies the defoamer 
limitation), 60% urea, and 8% propylene glycol (col. 15, table 7 and col. 18, 
claim 18). Richter et al do not specifically teach a method of rinsing medical 
equipment, however, as Richter et al contemplate their composition for use in 
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health care environments, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to use the composition for this purpose. With respect to the 
apparatus claimed, note that the composition may be diluted and used in a 
suitable dispenser (col. 15, example VII). The examiner maintains one of 
ordinary skill in the art would recognize that a dishwasher is such a dispenser. 
As the claim appears to describe a standard commercial dishwasher, the 
examiner maintains this is an obvious design choice to one of ordinary skill in 
the art wishing to sanitize equipment in a suitable apparatus. 

Applicants have traversed this rejection on the grounds that the 
reference does not teach the apparatus presently claimed. The examiner 
maintains such an apparatus is commercially available and widely used for 
industrial dishwashing applications. Accordingly, such an apparatus does not 
represent an unobvious difference over the prior art. 

5. Claims 42, 47, 51 , and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bull, US 5,310,549. 

Bull teaches germicidal compositions for use in health care 
environments (col. 1, lines 5-10). An example of such a composition is a solid 
formation that is diluted with water and comprises 10% EO/PO block polymer, 
coconut fatty acid (satisfies the defoamer limitation), 48.8% urea, and at least 
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5% water (col. 9, example 7). Bull does not specifically teach a method of 
rinsing medical equipment, however, as Bull contemplates her composition for 
use in health care environments, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use the composition for this purpose. With respect 
to the apparatus claimed, note that the composition may be diluted and used 
in a suitable dispenser (col. 7, lines 6-11). The examiner maintains one of 
ordinary skill in the art would recognize that a dishwasher is such a dispenser. 
As the claim appears to describe a standard commercial dishwasher, the 
examiner maintains this is an obvious design choice to one of ordinary skill in 
the art wishing to sanitize equipment in a suitable apparatus. 

Applicants have traversed this rejection on the grounds that the 
reference does not teach the apparatus presently claimed. The examiner 
maintains such an apparatus is commercially available and widely used for 
industrial dishwashing applications. Accordingly, such an apparatus does not 
represent an unobvious difference over the prior art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles I. Boyer whose telephone number is 571 272 
131 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9:30 to 6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Douglas McGinty can be reached on 571 272 1029. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 



Charles I Boyer 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1751 




